 SPEECH REFERRAL GUIDELINES

GRADE ONE

Articulation:  The First Grade child by age 7 should be using all sounds correctly except:  /s, r, th/.  Other errors, which make the child's speech unintelligible, may deserve referral. 

Voice:  The child’s voice should sound normal in pitch, loudness, and quality, in relation to peers.

Fluency:  Evidence of stuttering or abnormal rate of speech compared to peers may warrant referral. 

Language:  A child displaying difficulty in several of the following areas may need referral for language services:

1.     The child is able to tell three related thoughts about a subject. 

2.     The child can organize and retell a story containing a sequence of five events. 

3.     The child displays good word retrieval skills and can use vocabulary comparable to 

        classmates.

4.     The child can give descriptions and explanations for words and concepts discussed 

        in the classroom.

5.     The child is able to interact with teacher and peers appropriately.  He can take turns, 

        ask questions, answer questions, and focus on teacher instruction/directions.

6.     The child plans and delivers a coherent message using six to seven word sentences.

7.     The child uses forms of grammar correctly including:

        a) ed, ing, s, es, to show verb tense

        b) plurals 

        c) articles “the, a”

        d) is, are, was, were

        e) prepositions

        f) pronouns

8.     The child can imitate sentences of seven to ten words. 

9.     The child can follow three-four step oral directions.

Students displaying delays in the above speech/language areas may need referral for speech/language evaluations.  Teachers or parents may make referrals.  Please see me if you would like to make a referral.

                                                                                                    Karen Davis  

